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DYNAMIC RESIZING OF DIALOGS 

5 Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to software user interfaces and, more 
particularly, the present invention relates to dynamic resizing of dialog windows of a 
computer software application. 

Background of the Invention 

10 Computer programs that operate in a windowing environment commonly 

use dialog windows to present information and receive input from a user. One example 
of a popular windowing environment is the Windows® 2000 operating system 
manufactured by Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, Washington. Software 
applications such as word processing applications also use dialog windows to present 

15 information and receive input from a user. An example of a popular word processing 
software application is WORD manufactured by Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, 
Washington. Typical dialog windows contain one or more controls. Examples of these 
controls are push buttons, radio buttons, check boxes and list boxes. A list box, for 
example, may be placed in a File Open dialog window, and the list box may contain a 

20 listing of files or documents available to the user for opening. Static controls display 
organized information, but do not receive user input. A label box control is one 
example of a static control. 

During the creation of a dialog window, the position and dimensions of 
each control within the window are set. The coordinates and dimensions may be 

25 specified either in pixels or in dialog units. The value of a dialog unit is mainly 
dependent on the font used in the dialog. To the extent that the default dialog font 
differs between operating systems, a dialog unit may be indirectly dependent on the 
operating system. A common definition of a dialog unit (DLU) is a unit of horizontal or 
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vertical distance within a dialog box. A horizontal DLU is the average width of the 
current dialog box font divided by four (4). A vertical DLU is the average height of the 
current dialog-box font divided by eight (8). Once a dialog window is created, a change 
to the dialog window as a whole may trigger the need to recalculate the coordinates 
5 and/or dimensions of each control within the dialog. When the control coordinates and 
dimensions are specified prior to execution of the program and there is no code to alter 
the control coordinates and dimensions throughout the run-time life of the dialog, the 
layout of the dialog window does not change even if the size of the dialog window 
changes. 

10 Mechanisms have been developed that allow a program developer to 

specify the relative positions of the controls within the dialog window without 
specifying precise coordinates or dimensions of each control. At the time the dialog 
,fi window is displayed (during the execution of the program to which the dialog belongs), 

!ff these mechanisms automatically calculate the proper coordinates and dimensions of 

CI 15 each control and then appropriately position and size the controls based on those 

m coordinates and dimensions. 

m Such mechanisms allow for a way to ensure the efficient sizing and 

O layout of the controls contained within a dialog window at the development stage of the 

jT, software application to which the dialog window belongs. The sizes and layout of these 

j^f 20 controls are acted on at run time, as the dialog window is created on the user's 

M: computer. However, such systems do not allow for the dynamic resizing and 

repositioning of the controls within a dialog window in response to a user action to 

increase or decrease the size of the dialog window during use of the software 

application to which the dialog window belongs. 
25 It is with respect to these considerations and others that the present 

invention has been made. 

Summary of the Invention 

In accordance with the present invention, the above and other problems 
are solved by a method and system for dynamically resizing dialogs of a computer 

2 



software application while the application and the dialog are running. Dialog windows 
may be resized by user action, such as by hooking on to one side or to a corner of the 
dialog window and dragging the side or corner in or out to expand or contract the dialog 
window. In response to the user's action, the operating system of the user's computer 
5 notifies the dialog window manager of the dialog that the dialog window is being 
resized. The dialog window manager then calls into an autolayout module which lays 
out all of the controls contained within the dialog window to their new proper sizes and 
positions, as determined by the rules of layout associated with the dialog window. 

More particularly described, a method of resizing a graphical user 

10 interface, such as a dialog window of a computer software application, is provided. The 
graphical user interface contains at least one graphical user interface element, such as 
one or more controls disposed on the user interface. The size of the graphical user 
interface is altered dynamically by user action to a selected size while the computer 
software application is running. A graphical user interface control module is notified 

15 that the graphical user interface is being resized to the selected size. The graphical user 
interface calls into the autolayout mechanism that determines the positions and sizes of 
all of the graphical user interface elements contained within the graphical user interface. 
In that process, each graphical user interface element is notified by a callback that tells 
it to reposition and resize itself on the graphical user interface. The graphical user 

20 interface elements are then repositioned and resized on the graphical user interface, and 
the graphical user interface is displayed. 

The graphical user interface element is positioned on the graphical user 
interface after the graphical user interface has been resized according to a set of 
predefined rules established by the developer of the graphical user interface for 

25 positioning of elements. Displaying the graphical user interface may include 
constructing a bitmap of the graphical user interface and the elements contained within 
it, each sized and positioned according to the set of rules defined for this graphical user 
interface. 

These methods may be implemented as a computer process, a computing 
30 system or as an article of manufacture such as a computer program product or computer 
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readable media. The computer program product may be a computer storage medium 
readable by a computer system and encoding a computer program of instructions for 
executing a computer process. The computer program product may also be a 
propagated signal on a carrier readable by a computing system and encoding a computer 
5 program of instructions for executing a computer process. 

These and other features and advantages, which characterize the present 
invention, will be apparent from a reading of the following detailed description and a 
review of the associated drawings. It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the following detailed description are exemplary and explanatory only 
10 and are not restrictive of the invention, as claimed. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 illustrates a computer system that provides an operating 
environment for an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 illustrates an exemplary screen display of a computer generated 
15 user interface window showing the functionality of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 illustrates interaction between an exemplary operating system, an 
exemplary software application, a dialog manager module and an autolayout module of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 4 illustrates an operational flow of the steps performed by the 
20 system and method of the present invention in dynamically resizing and laying out a 
dialog window. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a 
method and a system are provided for dynamically resizing dialogs while running a 
25 software application to which the dialogs belong. A user of the software application 
may expand or contract the size of a dialog window by hooking on to one side or to a 
corner of the dialog window and dragging the side or corner in or out to expand or 
contract the dialog window as desired. In response to the user's action, the operating 
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system of the user's computer notifies a dialog window manager that the dialog window 
is being resized. 

The dialog window manager calls an autolayout module that in turn lays 
out each of the controls contained within the dialog window to their proper sizes and 
5 positions according to rules associated with the dialog window. That is, if the rules 
associated with the dialog window require that a "cancel" button be placed in the lower 
right-hand corner of the dialog window, the autolayout module will maintain the 
"cancel" button in the lower right-hand corner of the newly resized dialog. 

Fig. 1 and the following discussion are intended to provide a brief, 

10 general description of a suitable computing environment in which the invention may be 
implemented. While the invention will be described in the general context of an 
application program that runs on an operating system in conjunction with a personal 
computer, those skilled in the art will recognize that the invention also may be 
implemented in combination with other program modules. Generally, program modules 

15 include routines, programs, components, data structures, etc. that perform particular 
tasks or implement particular abstract data types. Moreover, those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the invention may be practiced with other computer system 
configurations, including hand-held devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor- 
based or programmable consumer electronics, minicomputers, mainframe computers, 

20 and the like. The invention may also be practiced in distributed computing 
environments where tasks are performed by remote processing devices that are linked 
through a communications network. In a distributed computing environment, program 
modules may be located in both local and remote memory storage devices. 

With reference to Fig. 1, an exemplary system for implementing the 

25 invention includes a conventional personal computer 20, including a processing unit 21, 
a system memory 22, and a system bus 23 that couples the system memory to the 
processing unit 21. The system memory 22 includes read only memory (ROM) 24 and 
random access memory (RAM) 25. A basic input/output system 26 (BIOS), containing 
the basic routines that help to transfer information between elements within the personal 

30 computer 20, such as during start-up, is stored in ROM 24. The personal computer 20 



further includes a hard disk drive 27, a magnetic disk drive 28, e.g., to read from or 
write to a removable disk 29, and an optical disk drive 30, e.g., for reading a CD-ROM 
disk 31 or to read from or write to other optical media. 

The hard disk drive 27, magnetic disk drive 28, and optical disk drive 30 
5 are connected to the system bus 23 by a hard disk drive interface 32, a magnetic disk 
drive interface 33, and an optical drive interface 34, respectively. The drives and their 
associated computer-readable media provide nonvolatile storage for the personal 
computer 20. Although the description of computer-readable media above refers to a 
hard disk, a removable magnetic disk and a CD-ROM disk, it should be appreciated by 

10 those skilled in the art that other types of media which are readable by a computer, such 
as magnetic cassettes, flash memory cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, and 
the like, may also be used in the exemplary operating environment. 

A number of program modules may be stored in the drives and RAM 25, 
including an operating system 300, a software application 310, a dialog manager 

15 module 320 and an autolayout module 330. A user may enter commands and 
information into the personal computer 20 through a keyboard 40 and pointing device, 
such as a mouse 42. Other input devices (not shown) may include a microphone, 
joystick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, or the like. These and other input devices are 
often connected to the processing unit 21 through a serial port interface 46 that is 

20 coupled to the system bus, but may be connected by other interfaces, such as a game 
port or a universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 47 or other type of display device is 
also connected to the system bus 23 via an interface, such as a video adapter 48. In 
addition to the monitor, personal computers typically include other peripheral output 
devices (not shown), such as speakers or printers. 

25 The personal computer 20 may operate in a networked environment 

using logical connections to one or more remote computers 49. The remote computer 
49 may be a server, a router, a peer device or other common network node, and 
typically includes many or all of the elements described relative to the personal 
computer 20, although only a memory storage device 50 has been illustrated in Fig. 1. 

30 The logical connections depicted in Fig. 1 include a local area network (LAN) 51 and a 



wide area network (WAN) 52. Such networking environments are commonplace in 
offices, enterprise-wide computer networks, intranets and the Internet. 

When used in a LAN networking environment, the personal computer 20 
is connected to the LAN 51 through a network interface 53. When used in a WAN 
5 networking environment, the personal computer 20 typically includes a modem 54 or 
other means for establishing communications over the WAN 52, such as the Internet. 
The modem 54, which may be internal or external, is connected to the system bus 23 via 
the serial port interface 46. In a networked environment, program modules depicted 
relative to the personal computer 20, or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote 

10 memory storage device. It will be appreciated that the network connections shown are 
exemplary and other means of establishing a communications link between the 
computers may be used. 

Computing device, such as personal computer 20, typically includes at 
least some form of computer readable media. Computer readable media can be any 

1 5 available media that can be accessed by personal computer 20. By way of example, and 
not limitation, computer readable media may comprise computer storage media and 
communication media. Computer storage media includes volatile and nonvolatile, 
removable and non-removable media implemented in any method or technology for 
storage of information such as computer readable instructions, data structures, program 

20 modules or other data. Computer storage media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, 
ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital 
versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, 
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which 
can be used to store the desired information and which can be accessed by personal 

25 computer 20. 

Communication media typically embodies computer readable 
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data in a modulated data signal 
such as a carrier wave or other transport mechanism and includes any information 
delivery media. The term "modulated data signal" means a signal that has one or more 
30 of its characteristics set or changed in such a manner as to encode information in the 



signal. By way of example, and not limitation, communication media includes wired 
media such as a wired network or direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as 
acoustic, RF, infrared and other wireless media. Combinations of any of the above 
should also be included within the scope of computer readable media. Computer 
5 readable media may also be referred to as computer program product. 

Fig. 2 illustrates an exemplary screen display of a computer generated 
user interface window 200 showing the functionality of the present invention. 
According to an exemplary embodiment, a dialog window 225 may be dynamically 
resized to an expanded or contracted configuration while maintaining a placement and 

10 orientation of the controls disposed within the dialog window 225 according to the rules 
for their orientation set out by the developer of the program to which the dialog window 
225 belongs. As shown in Fig. 2, an exemplary window 200 is provided having a text 
entry area 207, a main toolbar 205 and command buttons 210. Under the File command 
button 210, a drop-down menu 215 is shown having subcommands including the Open 

15 button 220. In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 
selection of a control such as the Open button 220 causes a dialog window 225 to open 
as illustrated in Fig. 2. An exemplary software application that provides an application 
window 200, as illustrated in Fig. 2, is WORD manufactured by Microsoft Corporation 
of Redmond; Washington. The dialog window 225 provides the user of the software 

20 application 310 a graphical user interface for the opening of documents listed in the 
dialog window 225. 

The exemplary dialog window 225 includes a file list box control 230 
and command buttons 244 (the Open button) and 245 (the Cancel button). The 
exemplary dialog window 225 may also contain a number of other controls, including 

25 the My Documents control 251, the Desktop control 250 and the Favorites control 252. 
As should be understood by those skilled in the art, the dialog window illustrated in Fig. 
2 is exemplary in nature only and is not meant as restrictive of the layout of a dialog 
window according to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 

As illustrated in Fig. 2, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of 

30 the present invention, the user of the software application 310 may expand the dialog 
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window 225 out to the size illustrated by the dotted lines 235 and 240. That is, the side 
237 of the dialog window 225 expands out to dotted line 240 and the side 236 of the 
dialog window 225 expands down to dotted line 235. As should be understood, the 
dialog window may be expanded or contracted to a variety of different sizes and shapes 
5 by pulling any side of the dialog box outward or by pushing a side of the dialog window 
inward. Alternatively, a resizing tab 241 may be provided to allow the user to click on 
the resizing tab 241 to drag the dialog window 225 outward or inward to expand or 
contract the dialog window, as desired. It should be understood that the dialog window 
225 may be resized through other means, including keyboard entries directed to the 

1 0 changing dimension of the dialog window. 

Once the dialog window 225 is expanded, as illustrated in Fig. 2, the 
autolayout functionality of the present invention automatically repositions the controls 
disposed within the dialog window 225 so that the post-resizing configuration of 
controls such as the Open and Cancel buttons 244, 245 remain in the same or similar 

15 configuration as they were in the pre-resized dialog window 225. The post-resized 
dialog window 225 contains the Open and Cancel buttons 244, 245, but those buttons 
have moved from their original positions 242, 243 to the new positions 246, 247, 
However, the Open and Cancel buttons 244, 245 are maintained in the same relative 
position as they were prior to resizing the dialog window 225. That is, the Open and 

20 Cancel buttons 244, 245 have been placed by the autolayout functionality in the lower 
right-hand corner of the resized dialog window 225. In addition, on the left-hand side 
of the dialog window 225, the autolayout functionality of the present invention makes 
room for additional controls 255, as illustrated in Fig. 2. 

It may be advantageous or desirable to change the relative positions of 

25 controls disposed within the dialog window 225 after the dialog window has been 
resized. If the pre-resized dialog window contains the Open and Cancel buttons 244, 
245 in the configuration illustrated in Fig. 2, but it is more advantageous or desirable to 
reposition those controls in a different orientation relative to each other or in a different 
location after the dialog window has been resized, that repositioning may be done if it 

30 follows the rules set up by the developer of the dialog window. For example, the rules 



5 



may allow for positioning the Open and Cancel buttons in an over-under configuration 
as opposed to side-by-side, illustrated in Fig. 2, if the dialog window is changed to a 
smaller size. 

The file list box 230 is expanded which allows the file list box 230 to 
5 show the user more files than was possible in the original size of the dialog window 
225. It should be understood that the resizing process is dynamic. That is, as the user 
drags the dialog window 225 from the first size out to the second size, the number of 
items listed in the list box 230 will also expand. For example, if only five items were 
visible in the list box 230 prior to resizing, the number of visible items in the list box 

10 230 will have expanded along with the expansion of the dialog window 225 to show the 
user more items contained in the list box 230. If reading from left-to-right some 
information in the list box is truncated at the side 237, that information may be shown 
after the list box is expanded. 

Fig. 3 illustrates interaction between an exemplary operating system 300, 

15 and exemplary software application 310, a dialog manager module 320 and an 
autolayout module 330 of the present invention. As described above with reference to 
Figs. 2 and 3, when the user of a software application 310, such as a word processing 
application, selects functionality of that software application for which the software 
application provides a dialog window, the user may dynamically resize the dialog 

20 window 225. When the user resizes the dialog 225, the operating system 300 detects 
the actions of the user and sends the dialog manager 320 a message that the dialog 
window 225 is being resized. The mechanisms for the operating system 300 detecting 
actions from the user at the user's computer 20 are well known to those skilled in the 
art. 

25 The dialog manager module 320 is a program module containing 

computer executable instructions for managing the display of the dialog window 225 on 
the user's computer 20 in connection with the software application 310. The dialog 
manager module may be a program module resident in the software application 310, or 
as should be understood by those skilled in the art, the dialog manager module may be a 



10 



dynamic-link library (DLL) that is a set of computer executable routines that may be 
called by a number of software applications 310 for execution of its functionality. 

After the dialog manager module 320 is notified by the operating system 
300 that the dialog window is being resized, the dialog manager module 320 calls the 
5 autolayout module 330. The autolayout module 330 is a program module containing 
the functionality for laying out the placement and size of all of the controls contained 
within the dialog window 225. When the dialog window 225 is created at runtime of 
the software application 310, the autolayout module 330 determines the layout of the 
dialog window 225 in accordance with rules set up by the developer of the software 

10 application 310. Those rules may include, among other things, the size of a dialog 
window, including its width and height in a standard measuring system such as pixels. 
The rules may also include the size of all controls to be located within the borders of the 
dialog window 225. The rules will also include the relative positions of all of the 
controls to be located within the borders of the dialog window 225. 

15 As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, the autolayout module 

330 and the dialog manager module 320 may be separate modules, as illustrated in Fig. 
3. Alternatively, the autolayout module 330 and the dialog manager module 320 may 
be part of a single module, such as a DLL, containing other software code for 
performing other functionality, such as drawing and implementing tool bars, graphical 

20 shapes, and the like. 

According to a preferred embodiment of the autolayout module 330, the 
rules governing layout of the dialog window 225 do not set specific locations of and 
distances between controls, but the rules instruct the autolayout module 330 on the 
relative locations of those controls. For example, the rules for a given dialog window 

25 may require that the Cancel button be placed in the lower right-hand corner of the 
dialog window 225. According to those rules, when the autolayout module 330 lays out 
the dialog window 225, it places the Cancel button in the lower right-hand corner. If 
the size of the dialog window is changed, the autolayout module 330 follows the rules 
set by the software application developer and maintains the Cancel button in the lower 

30 right-hand corner of the dialog window 225 regardless of the size of the dialog window 
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225. The mechanism of the autolayout module 330 is described in United States Patent 
No. 5,886,694 to Breinberg et al., issued March 23, 1999, and assigned to Microsoft 
Corporation of Redmond, Washington, United States Patent No. 5,886,694 is 
incorporated herein by reference as if set out fully herein, 
5 After a user has changed the size of the dialog window 225 during 

operation of the software application 310, the autolayout module 330, in accordance 
with the rules set by the program developer, places and sizes the controls required for 
the dialog window 225 within the newly sized dialog window. As the autolayout 
module 330 determines the positions and sizes of the controls in the dialog window, the 

10 autolayout module 330 calls each control to be moved or resized as necessary. For 
example, after the autolayout module 330 determines to move the Cancel button 244, 
the autolayout module 330 notifies the Cancel button 244 that it needs to change its 
state of size and/or position. Another example includes resizing a control containing the 
display of a picture. As a result of the call from the autolayout module 330, the code 

15 responsible for drawing the picture in the control may enhance the resolution of the 
picture relative to its new size. 

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment, a minimum size is set for 
the dialog window 225 by the autolayout module 330, and the minimum size is stored 
by the dialog manager 320. If a user attempts to resize the dialog window to a size 

20 less than the minimum size, the dialog manager 320 prevents the user from so doing. 

According to a preferred embodiment, the dialog manager 320 lays out 
the dialog window 225, including all controls contained therein, on a bitmap off the 
screen of the user's computer 20. Once the entire dialog window 225 is constructed as 
a bitmap, the dialog manager module 320 sends the bitmap of the resized dialog 

25 window 225 to the screen of the user's computer 20. 

It is advantageous to describe an exemplary embodiment of the present 
invention in terms of an exemplary operation of the present invention on the resizing of 
a dialog window 225. Fig. 4 illustrates an operational flow of the steps performed by 
the system and method of the present invention in dynamically resizing and laying out a 

30 dialog window during operation of a software application 310, such as a word 
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processing application. For purposes of discussion of the operational flow illustrated in 
Fig. 4, a user opening an exemplary word processing software application 310 and 
making changes in the size of a File Open dialog window 225 is described. Fig. 4 is 
described with reference to components illustrated in Figs. 1-3. 
5 The method begins at step 400, and the user opens for use the software 

application 310, for example, a word processing application, and selects for opening a 
dialog window 225. According to the present example, the user of the software 
application 310 opens the dialog window 225 by selecting the Open button 220 under 
the File button 210, as illustrated in Fig. 2. As described herein, and in accordance with 
10 an exemplary embodiment, the File Open dialog window 225 is opened initially to the 
user in accordance with the preset rules defined by the developer of the software 
application 310. 

At step 410, the dialog manager 320 creates the dialog window 225 and 
runs the autolayout module 330 on the dialog window 225 to determine the minimum 
15 size for the dialog window. At step 415, the minimum size for the dialog window 225 
is stored for use during the run-time of the dialog. According to an exemplary 
embodiment, when the dialog window is closed, the stored value of the miminum size 
of the dialog is discarded and must be recalculated the next time the dialog window is 
opened. 

20 After the user opens the File Open dialog window 225, the user decides 

to resize the dialog window 225 to a different size, as illustrated in Fig. 2. At step 420, 
the user clicks on the resizing tab 241 and drags the File Open dialog window to a 
larger size, as illustrated in Fig. 2. It should be understood that if the user does not wish 
to resize the dialog window 225, the user may utilize the dialog window 225 in the size 

25 and layout created by the dialog manager module 320 and then dismiss the dialog 
window 225 after the user is finished with that dialog window. 

At step 422, after the user drags the File Open dialog window 225 to a 
larger size, the operating system 300 of the user's computer 20 notifies the dialog 
manager module 320 that the File Open dialog window 225 is being resized. At step 

30 424, the dialog manager module 320 determines whether the size selected by the user is 
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less than the minimum size set by the developer of the software application 310. If the 
size selected by the user is not less than the minimum allowed size, the method 
proceeds along the "No" branch to step 427. If the size selected by the user for the File 
Open dialog window 225 is less than the minimum size set by the developer of the 
5 software application 310, the method follows the "Yes" branch to step 425, and the 
dialog manager module 320 enforces the minimum size and prevents the dialog window 
225 from being redrawn in a size smaller than the minimum size set by the developer at 
step 410. 

At step 427, the dialog manager module 320 calls the autolayout module 
10 330 to request that the File Open dialog window 225 be drawn according to the new 
size selected by the user. At step 428, the autolayout module 330 reads the rales set by 
the developer of the software application 310 for the layout of the File Open dialog 
window 225, The method then proceeds to step 440. 

At step 440, the autolayout module 330 calls (via the dialog manager 
15 320) each control disposed within the dialog window 225 including the Open and 
Cancel buttons 244, 245 and the buttons 251, 252, 253 to inform those controls that they 
may be sized differently and/or moved to a different location within the File Open 
dialog window 225. At step 445, each control called by the autolayout module 330 
makes a state change with regard to its size and its location within the File Open dialog 
20 window 225. 

At step 455, the dialog manager module draws the File Open dialog 
window 225 onto a bitmap off the screen of the user's computer 20. According to an 
exemplary embodiment, for each control in the dialog, the following actions are 
accomplished as part of the steps of drawing the control (steps 445 and 455). First, the 

25 autolayout module makes a call to the dialog manager module 320 to report the 
control's new size and position. Second, the dialog manager module changes the state 
of the control. And, third, the dialog manager draws the control (in its changed state) in 
the offscreen bitmap. All three steps are run for any given control before moving on to 
the "next" control. At step 460, the dialog manager module 320, in concert with the 

30 operating system 300, sends the bitmap to the screen of the user's computer 20. 



Drawing the dialog window as a bitmap off screen is not a necessity, but according to 
an exemplary embodiment, it enhances performance by reducing the appearance of 
screen "flicker" sometimes detected if the controls are drawn one at a time directly on 
screen. 

5 At step 465, a determination is made as to whether the user makes any 

additional changes to the size of the dialog window 225. If no additional size changes 
are made, the method follows the "No" branch and ends at step 470. If the user makes 
additional changes to the size of the dialog window 225, the method follows the "Yes" 
branch back to step 425, and the method proceeds as described above. 

10 As described herein, a method and a system are provided for 

dynamically resizing dialogs while running a software application to which the dialogs 
belong. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications or 
variations can be made in the present invention without departing from the scope or 
spirit of the invention. Other embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those 

15 skilled in the art from consideration of the specification and practice of the invention 
disclosed herein. It is intended that this specification be considered as exemplary only 
where the true scope and the spirit of the invention are indicated by the following 
claims. 
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